
OUR STAFF 
PASTOR 

Josh Ehrler 
burkeprjosh@att.net  

LAY MINISTER 

Karen Tribbey 
gktribbey@frontier.com   

ADMINISTRATIVE/ACCOUNTING  
SPECIALIST 

Julie Hustad 
burkelutheran@att.net  

DIRECTOR OF CREATIVE MINISTRIES 

Brenna Sears 
burkebrenna@att.net  

NURSERY SUPERVISOR  

Cyndi Chatten-Culb  

CUSTODIAN 

Dave Weinberger 

 

NOVEMBER 2011 

BURKE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5720 Portage Rd / Madison, WI 53718 

608-244-8486  
burkelutheran@att.net 

www.burkelutheran.org 

What an exciting time for 

Burke! With excitement come 

questions. One question Iõve 

heard lately is, òHow 

can we afford to pay 

for a new church 

and still pay the 

bills for our existing 

church?ó Itõs a great 

question with an 

even better answer. This year 

Burke is having two appeals. 

One is the traditional Annual 

Appeal where we commit to a 

certain amount of money to 

put in our offering envelopes  

to pay for things like staff 

salary, the electric bill, snow 

plowing and everything that 

keeps our church running on  

a day-to-day basis. We make 

the decision for this amount  

by using our rational, logical 

brain. This outside part of the 

brain is really good at math, 

problem solving and logic, but 

is horrible at feeling emotions.  

However, the inside part of the 

brain is all about emotion. It has 

no time for logic, and I believe 

God gave it to us so we can 

counter our logic with some 

A Note from your Council President, Marni Bekkedal 

THE ART OF TWO BRAINS FOR TWO APPEALS 
feeling. We will be using this 

emotional brain as we decide our 

contributions to the Capital 

Appeal. This is not a decision 

based on only math and logic, 

but a decision based in 

emotion. How do we FEEL 

about Burke and its future? 

Burkeõs earliest congregation had 

a feeling there would be a need 

for this church in the future,  

and had the courage to build and 

prepare to meet those needs. 

What is your emotional brain 

telling you? Are you feeling the 

energy in this congregation ready 

WATCH FOR GOD SIGHTINGS  
We encourage you to continue looking  for ways you see God 

working around you. Ways to submit God Sightings:  

1) Secure Facebook page ñ Marni Bekkedal has created a  

secure Burke Lutheran God Sightings group. Just òFriendó Marni 

and she will place you in the group. The security setting allows 

only members of the group to contribute and only members of  

the group to see what has been submitted. Please note that  

your submissions may be used during a Sunday service.   

2) E-mail BurkeGodSightings@gmail.com ñ Put òGod 

Sightingó as the subject line.  

3) Write it out on a piece of paper and turn it in to any staff 

member or Matt or Marni Bekkedal.  

If you have questions or for more info, contact Matt or Marni.  

to burst forth? Are you feeling the 

growing need for people to hear 

the Word of God and a growing 

desire to share it with them? This 

month letõs challenge ourselves to 

use both brains when deciding 

our commitment to the Annual 

Appeal and our best gift to  

the Capital Appeal. 

mailto:BurkeGodSightings@gmail.com
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A Craft and Bake Sale will be 

held Sat., November 12, 8amð

4pm in the church basement. 

Please come, bring along friends, 

and hopefully everyone will find 

something to take home. While 

you are shopping take time out 

to enjoy a cup of coffee, a 

delicious bakery item and the 

fellowship of friends. We 

will also have a sandwich 

plate for sale consisting 

of a ham sandwich, 

chips, pickle spear, 

cookie and coffee or 

lemonade. 

There are sign up sheets in  

the back of the church 

entryway for crafters, bakers 

and volunteers to work at  

the event. 

All profit from both the craft 

and bake sale will go toward 

the building fund. 

If you have any 

questions about 

the craft or  

bake sale 

contact Kay 

Gritzmacker 

at 608-249-1737. 

CRAFTERS:  

Crafters are responsible for bringing their crafts to church, 

setting up their display and taking it down. We will furnish 

tables and table clothes. Crafters do not need to be present 

during the sale unless they wish to stay with their crafts or 

help out. (Help is always welcome.) You must leave a phone 

number where we can reach you the day of the sale. 

Crafters must tag each item with a removable tag that is at 

least 1-in. x 1-in. and includes your initials and price. (This tag 

will be removed when the item is sold and returned with your 

money.) The church will keep 20% of your sold items, unless 

you wish to donate more. If the item is totally donated, write 

òdonatedó on the tag. We ask that you do not bring commercial 

products to sell. The church will be open on Friday evening, 

November 11, 4:00-7:00pm for you to set up your crafts.   

There will be one check-out and anyone paying by check  

will make it payable to Burke Lutheran Church. You will 

not be handling money at your display.  

Crafters will need to come back at 4:00pm to take down their 

displays. We will have your money and tags ready for you to 

pick up at the church office on Monday, November 14 from 

2:00pm-4:00pm and again on Tuesday, November 15 from 

6:30pm-7:30pm. Please contact the church office, 244-8486,  

if neither time works for you.  

BURKEõS CRAFT & BAKE SALE  
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 8AM-4PM 

BAKERS: 

We are in need of your delicious 

home-made bakery goods. 100% of 

the money raised from the baked 

goods will go to the building fund.  

The church will be open on Friday 

evening from 4pm-7pm for you to 

drop off your baked goods, or you 

can stop by early Saturday 

morning. We ask that you do not 

price them as we will do it to  

keep like items priced the same. 

We will also be selling lefse. 

Any baked items that do not sell 

on Saturday will be sold Sunday 

morning between services. Thank 

you in advance for participating! 

PRAYER CALENDAR 
& BLESSINGS 
We hope you will use this yearõs 

stewardship drive as a special 

time of prayer, devotions, and 

consideration about how you can 

help Burke move forward into 

the future. Be sure to pick up 

your Appeal Prayer Calendar, 

now available in the narthex.  

We also invite you to participate 

by òBuilding On Our 

Blessings.ó From now through 

Nov. 20, Commitment Sunday, 

we hope you will reflect on the 

many blessings God has brought 

to your life, write them on the 

òbrickó paper cards found in the 

pews or near the posters, and 

stick the cards in one of the 

envelopes 

attached to 

the posters. 

We will later 

place them on 

our Blessings Board to create a 

building made of blessings!   
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Men of all ages are 

invited to some 

fellowship and 

discussion. The 

Fireside Fellows 

will be using the Book of 

Philippians to discuss The Joy 

of Knowing Jesus! 

Below is a list of the topics. 

Each topic is independent, but 

related to the others. So it is  

OK to attend as you are able. 

There is no page turning, 

preparation or study time.   

We meet in the church basement. 

Starting October 18 the start time 

changed to 8:00pm in hopes more 

guys can attend. Newcomers  

are always 

welcome.  

For more 

information, 

please contact 

Paul Beckman, 

241-2346, or 

Lon Buss,  

516-7875.   

1ST & 3RD MONDAYS  
8:00-9:15 PM  ñ  

NEW TIME, NEW FOCUS 

FIRESIDE FELLOWS 

SCRIPTURE TOPIC 

Philippians 1:1 -11 Partners in Christõs Gospel 

Philippians 2:1 -11 Imitating Christõs Humility 

Philippians 3:1 -11 Knowing Christõs Suffering 

Philippians 4:2 -9 Joy in Christ Nearness 

òEvan Almightyó 

will star in this 

yearõs Family 

Movie Night.  

On Saturday, 

November 19 ,  

a modern day 

Noahõs Ark will 

be constructed before our eyes 

as we count down to 

Commitment Sunday. Pizza, 

drinks, and desserts will be 

served at 5pm and the movie 

HUMANE SOCIETY 
NEEDED DONATIONS: 
Items can be brought to Burke for 

Family Movie Night on Nov. 19  

or dropped off at the Humane 

Society, 5132 Voges Rd, Madison. 

(Bold items are in high need.)  

DOGGIE DELIGHTS 

§ Soft/moist, small training 
treats (no hard biscuits)  

§ Real Meat Jerky  

§ Squeeze cheese in a can  

§ Canned dog and puppy food 

§ Natural Balance dog food rolls  

§ Bath towels (no hand towels) 

§ Kuranda beds  

§ Blankets 

§ Plush squeaky toys  

FELINE FANCIES 

§ Clay litter (unscented/non-clumping) 

§ Iams® Kitten® or dry kitten food 

§ Shoe boxes 

§ Yesterdayõs News Paper Litter 

§ Cat toys (No homemade or 
unpackaged cat nip toys.) 

§ Cushiony cat beds (small) 

§ NEW Litter boxes (small & medium) 

§ Purina® Cat Chow® food 

§ Science Diet® cat and kitten food 

CRITTER CRAVINGS 

§ Plastic dish pans 

§ Bird seed (cockatiel, finch, parrot) 

§ Reptile rock bowls 

§ Totally Ferret® food 

§ Flannel sheets (light colored) 

DONõT MISS FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT! 
will start at 5:30pm. 

As we, as a church, 

focus on outreach 

and mission, we  

ask you to please 

bring a donation  

for the animals at 

the Dane County 

Humane Society from the list at 

right. Please sign up for movie 

night in the narthex so we can 

plan the food. Contact Matt 

Bekkedal with questions.  

All Burke dads are invited to 

meet at 7am on Saturday, 

November 19 at the Sun Prairie 

McDonalds (hwy 19 near hwy 

151 & Dorn Hardware). Dads, 

come to eat, drink coffee and 

talk about your kids. If you are 

interested in receiving òBurke 

COME CHAT WITH OTHER DADS  
Dadsó info, please let Matt 

(mbekkedal@hotmail.com) 

know and he will put you on 

our email list. You can read the 

e-mails and participate as you 

are comfortable or able. We 

hope to see you. òBetter 

Fathers, Better Families.ó  

ñ STOKING THE FIRE WITHIN US 

NOVEMBER FOOD 
PANTRY ITEM IS SOUP   

Cream of mushroom makes a 

great Thanksgiving green bean 

casserole; tomato soup with a 

grilled cheese sandwich makes a 

quick, satisfying meal. You 

could bring in chicken noodle, 

beef stew, chili, clam chowder ñ 

any kind of soup to help warm 

up empty bellies. Please place 

your donations in the cart in the 

entryway of the church. 

mailto:mbekkedal@hotmail.com
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  Foundation 6:30pm 
Womenôs Bible 

Study 7-8:15pm 

Confirmation 6:30-
8:00pm 

Road Home 
Breakfast 

Executive Comm. 
12:00pm 

  

Worship 8:30am 
Sunday School 9:45am 

Worship/DeBoer Baptism 
10:00am 

Choir Rehearsal 11am 

Fireside Fellows 7pm Board Mtgs 6pm 
Council Mtg 7pm 

Confirmation 6:30-
8:00pm 

  Craft Fair & 
Bake Sale  
8am-4:pm 

Worship 8:30am 
Sunday School 9:45am 

Worship 10:00am 
Choir Rehearsal 11am 

 Womenôs Bible 
Study 7-8:15pm 

Bad Girls Bible 
Study 1pm 

Confirmation 6:30-
8:00pm 

  Dads Group 7am, 
Sun Prairie 
McDonaldôs 

Thanksgiving Worship 8:30am 
Sunday School 9:45am 

Thanksgiving Worship 10:00am 
Choir Rehearsal 11am 

Light of Life 
articles due 

Fireside Fellows 7pm 

  Thanksgiving   

Worship 8:30am 
Sunday School 9:45am 

Worship 10am 
Choir Rehearsal 11am 

      

 20 Commitment Sunday 21 22 23  24  25 26 

 13 Veteran Recognition 14 15 16  17 18 19 

 6 All Saintõs Sunday 7 8 9  10 11 12 

   1 2 3 4  5 

NOVEMBER CALENDAR 

 27 28  29 30 31 

òFight the good fight of the faith. 

Take hold of the eternal life to which 

you were calledéó 1 Timothy 6:12  

Join us on February 4, 2012 as 

thousands of men gather for the 

annual No Regrets Menõs 

Conference and get ready to be 

Unleashed. Come experience 

dynamic messages from our 

keynote, Dr. Tony Evans, powerful 

live worship, and real-life 

testimonies of Godõs faithfulness  

at work in real menõs lives. 

Round out your day with any of 

the empowering four large group 

seminars: Unleashed to Liveñ 

As Men of Honor, Unleashed to 

OvercomeñWhen Life Gets Hard, 

Unleashed to WorkñAs Unto the 

Lord,  Unleashed to MoveñWhat 

on Earth is God Doing?  Or choose 

from 40+ additional sessions on 

everything from Marriage & 

Parenting, Spiritual Growth & 

Discipleship to Battling Your 

Addictions, Surviving Financial 

Trials, & Healing Past Wounds. 

All for an incredibly low price of 

$30 (which includes lunch and 

access to MP3 downloads of the 

seminars you missed). 

The Men of Burke will be 

attending this statewide 

conference at Westbrook Church 

in Delafield. Poster, flyers and 

sign-up are in the narthex. See 

the website for more information 

noregretsconference.org. 

Please call Paul Beckman,  

241-2346 or Lon Buss, 516-7875 

to register, or sign-up in the 

narthex by December 4. 

NO REGRETS MENõS CONFERENCE 
FEBRUARY 4, 2012 ñ WESTBROOK CHURCH, DELAFIELD, WI  

THANK YOU! 
Thank you for the gift certificate 

and for all the wonderful cards I 

received for Clergy Appreciation 

Month. Your support and love is 

overwhelming. Burke people are 

truly a family. 

Hugs & Prayers, 

Karen 

THANK YOU, DAVE! 
The Music Team would like to 

thank Dave Weinberger for the 

wonderful gift of a portable 

keyboard, given in memory of 

Arlene. What a thoughtful and  

joyful way to remember her. 

Thank you, Dave! 

PASTORAL CARE 
A funeral and luncheon was 

held at Burke for Arlene 

Weinberger on October 4. 

http://noregretsconference.org/wb/
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 8:30AM SERVICE 10:00AM SERVICE 8:30AM SERVICE 10:00AM SERVICE 

Organist/Pianist Gloria Lundquist Gloria Lundquist Beth Dunn Susie Kittel Moore 

Music Leader #1 Brenna Sears Brenna Sears Diane OõToole Diane OõToole 

Music Leader #2 Erin Erickson Erin Erickson Lori Chapman Lori Chapman 

Communion Assistant #1 Gary Lukens Cassi Johnson  Chris Otis  

Communion Assistant #2 Kathy Lukens Lori Chapman  Janeen Otis  

Communion Prep Kathy Lukens Diane OõToole  Linda Walta  

Lay Reader Amber Brown Diane Johnson-Hung Darrell Foss Linda Schramer 

Acolyte Emory Lietz Jared Larson Payton Jones Emily Patzer 

Team Captain Usher Nancy Blum Laverne Bostad Tim Wachs Gary Tribbey 

Greeters Mary Brantmeyer &  
Kay Gritzmacker 

Marv & Marie McCoy Jim & Diane Moore Jim & Diane Moore 

Coffee Hour Pearl Kvalheim, Diane Moore, Virginia Steward Sharon Hughes, Joan Klang, Carla Housner 

NOVEMBER 6 NOVEMBER 13 

 8:30AM SERVICE 10:00AM SERVICE 8:30AM SERVICE 10:00AM SERVICE 

Organist/Pianist Gloria Lundquist Gloria Lundquist Beth Dunn Susie Kittel Moore 

Music Leader #1 Shawn Slotten Shawn Slotten Brenna Sears Brenna Sears 

Music Leader #2 Julie Hustad Julie Hustad Diane OõToole Diane OõToole 

Communion Assistant #1 Nancy Blum Cari Covelli     

Communion Assistant #2 Diane OõToole Kim Hanson     

Communion Prep Mary Schultz Diane OõToole     

Lay Reader   Marni Bekkadal Bob Rittmann   

Acolyte Branden Hauge Bradley Grob Jordan Hargraves Hunter Hanson 

Team Captain Usher Roger Kittleson Dave Grob Dave Weinberger Jason Schmid 

Greeters Darrell & Joann Foss Joyce & Francis Coates Gene & Wilma Grunewald John & Linda Schramer 

Coffee Hour Kathy Lukens, Jo Odegaard, Lucille Mandt Ardyth Loga, Jean Lothe, Virginia Steward 

NOVEMBER 20 NOVEMBER 27 

Stephen & Bobbi Kittleson, 11/4/2005 

Gary & Diane Golz, 11/6/1971 

Daniel & Jennifer Hanson, 11/7/1992 

Mark & Megan Fox, 11/8/2003 

Stuart & Phyllis, Svoboda, 11/15/1952 

John & Angela Handlen, 11/24/2006 

Gary & Kathy Lukens, 11/26/1983 

November 1 Brianne Arnold 
November 3 Mike McHugh 
 Hannah Moore 

 Kaitlyn Schramer  
November 4 Donald Washington 

 Jordan Jabusch 
November 5 Cheryl Beckman 

 Maeva Schmidt  
November 6 Gary Golz  

 Jennifer Herrick 

November 7 Avery Covelli 
November 8 Kelly Grob  

 Reanna Rasmussen  
November 9 William Schmidt  
 Keith Hanson 
 Melissa Buss  

 Heather Fry  

November 10 Carrie Kruse  

November 11 Sharon Hughes 
November 12 Tim Sandridge 

 Terri Queiser 

November 13 Cory Poole  
November 14 Janet Herrick 
 Donald Johnson  

 Kristi Clouthier  

November 16 James Feifarek  

November 18 Kaylee Housner  

November 19 Mason Dobbs  
November 20 Sierra Ferkey 
 Mike Schmid 

 Dave Queiser  
November 21 Kimberly Brown  

 Mari Rasmussen  

November 23 Brenda Klang 

Happy Birthday! Happy Birthday! 
November 24 Bailey Nicholson  
November 25 Betty Paul  

 Jake Weinberger  
November 27 Lori Mueller 

 Kari Much  

November 29 Jennifer Klang  

Happy Anniversary! Happy Anniversary! 



FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

TO:  

5720 Portage Road 

Madison, WI 53718 

òO LORD our God, all this abundance 

that we have provided for building 

you a house for your holy name 

comes from your hand and is all 

your own.ó (1 Chronicles 29.16) 

We are already blessed. We see it 

every time we come to worship. 

Every time we bump into a friend 

from church in the grocery store. 

Every time someone from the 

congregation calls us just to make 

sure weõre okay. We donõt need a 

building to recognize Godõs love. 

We donõt need a building to 

proclaim the gospel. We donõt need 

a building to study scripture. We 

donõt even need  

a building to pray. 

We donõt need a building to be 

Burke Lutheran Church. Because 

WE are the church. The building is 

simply our gathering space. Our 

shelter, the walls that keep out the 

cold in the winter and the heat in 

the summer. 

Seems like Iõm deflating the entire 

building appeal, arenõt I? Actually, 

I hope that I am reinforcing our 

passion to participate in the 

building process. When we strip 

away the guilt and the words of òif 

we donõtó or òwhat might happen 

if,ó then we are able to put the fear 

in Godõs hands. And we can give 

with joy and excitement and not 

trepidation and doubt. 

Building projects in churches are 

tough on all of us. Some of us are in 

love with the house we have 

already. And that love could hinder 

our willingness to see what more 

God can do through Burke. Some of 

us are anxious to see the new 

house, even to the point of getting 

disappointed when it doesnõt come 

quick enough. Some of us are 

sitting on the fence, waiting to see 

what happens to the building 

project before investing our money. 

All are fair thoughts. Honest 

thoughts. Our thoughts about 

buildings. When God does not ask 

us to worry about houses. God 

provides those. God invites us to 

remember Godõs love at work in 

our lives. Look for the many ways 

God will make a divine presence 

around us. Speak words of 

forgiveness and new life. Give 

freely from what we have already 

been given. Remember in all ways 

that we are forever created and 

cared for by God. 

That is our calling. Our building is 

merely a reflection of our church 

alive in the world. 

Trust in Godõs Grace.  Pr Josh 

THINKING OUT LOUD WITH PASTOR JOSH 


